RAMMING SPEED 


Seahawks see chance at another NFC West 
title disappear in 42-7 dismantling by Rams 


Matt Calkins: None of the Seahawks try to SEAHAWKS 
hide the fact of just how awful they played 
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GOP puts risky bet on tax overhaul 


ANALYSIS | The Republican plan assumes 
corporate tax cuts will boost growth. 


By PAUL WISEMAN 

AP economics writer 
WASHINGTON — The tax over- 

haul of 2017 amounts to a high- 

stakes gamble by Republicans in 

Congress: that slashing taxes for 


corporations and wealthy individu- 
als will accelerate growth and assure 
greater prosperity for Americans for 
years to come. 

The risks are considerable. 

Awide range of economists and 


nonpartisan analysts have warned 
that the bill will likely escalate feder- 
al debt, intensify pressure to cut 
spending on social programs and 
further widen America’s troubling 
income inequality. 

Congress is expected to vote this 
week on the bill, the most far-reach- 
ing rewrite of the U.S. tax code since 
1986. It would shrink corporate 


taxes, prod companies to return 
trillions in profits they’ve kept over- 
seas, cut taxes on wealthy estates 
and drop tax rates — but only tem- 
porarily — for individuals. 

It puts its faith in the prospect that 
lower taxes will make corporate 
America turn more generous and 
spend more expansively. 

“This is a bet on our country’s 


AILING MCCAIN 
will miss tax 
vote > A4 


enterprising spirit, 
and that is a bet I 
am willing to 
make,” Tennessee 
Republican Sen. 
See > TAXES, A4 


Sen. John Mc- 
Cain, R-Ariz. 


For many, move from tents 
to housing stalled at shelter 


PROJECT | 
HOMELESS 


The Navigation Center is part of a new strategy for getting people out of 
tent camps. But five months in, only 13 clients have found homes. 


By VIANNA DAVILA AND VERNAL COLEMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporters 

Jacqueline Martin walked through the doors of Seat- 
tle’s Navigation Center the day the much-touted home- 
less shelter opened. The shelter promised a wide menu 
of resources and, hopefully, faster placements in hous- 
ing for people like Martin, who previously lived in one 
of the city’s many tent encampments. 

In her time there, the 54-year-old Washington native 
joined a women’s group, honed her skills as a public 
speaker for the Real Change Homeless Empowerment 
Project and remained focused on her dream of becom- 
ing an attorney. 

But she, like most Navigation Center residents, has 
not achieved the shelter’s mission — finding housing. 
More than 150 days later, Martin is still living at the 
shelter, a stay more than twice as long as city officials 
say homeless clients should remain at the facility. 

The Navigation Center is a new, critical link in Seat- 
tle’s strategy to move people out of homeless tent camps 
and into housing. Enhanced shelters like the Navigation 
Center are beginning to replace the traditional mats-on- 
the-floor model that dominated Seattle’s shelter system 
for years. They’re designed to be more attractive to 
people living in tent camps, with more lenient policies 
about who can live there. 

But a few months into the Navigation Center experi- 
ment, that strategy is proving difficult to execute. 

Navigation Center clients are, on average, staying 
longer than the 60-day limit agreed upon between the 


ELLEN M. BANNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Jacqueline Martin talks about life at the Navigation Center in Seattle, where she has been living since July — a stay more than twice 
as long as city officials say homeless clients should remain at the center. 
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city and the Downtown Emergency Service Center 
(DESC), the nonprofit contracted to operate the facility. 
Of the 118 people who’ve gone through the Naviga- 
tion Center since it opened July 12, 41 percent have 
been there longer than 90 days. Only 13 left the shelter 
for housing. 
DESC and city officials caution the center is still in its 


The Navigation 
Center occupies two 
stories of a former 
office building at 
12th Avenue South 
and South Weller 
Street. 


See > CENTER, A6 


The degrees that really pay off in Washington 


By KATHERINE LONG 
EDUCATION Seuttle Times higher-education 
LAB reporter 


A year after graduating from 
college, a student with a commu- 
nity-college degree in a health 
profession earns nearly double 
what someone with a bachelor’s 
degree in English does. 


HINT: ENGLISH ISN’T ONE 


State data can help 
students spend wisely 


It also really pays to get a mas- 
ter’s in business or education, but 
not so much in mathematics or 
statistics. 

And those who complete ap- 
prenticeships in mechanic and 
repair technologies make as 
much as computer-science majors 
— at least at the start of their 


careers. 

Those are some of the interest- 
ing tidbits in a newly revamped 
public-information dashboard 
that shows students and colleges 
how much various fields pay. 

The dashboard is published by 
the state’s Education Research & 

See > DEGREES, A7 


U.S. has 
secret plan 
if N. Korea 
collapses 


SEIZING NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


Tillerson gives suprising 
peek into ‘conversations’ 
with China 


By DAVID E. SANGER 
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson let slip last week 
a few tantalizing details about one 
of the nation’s most secret military 
contingency plans: how the United 
States would try to race inside 
North Korea to seize its nuclear 
weapons if it ever saw evidence that 
Kim Jong Un’s government was 
collapsing. 

For years, U.S. diplomats have 
been trying to engage their Chinese 
counterparts in a discussion of this 
scenario, hoping to avoid a conflict 
between arriving U.S. Special Forc- 
es — who have been practicing this 
operation for years — and the Chi- 
nese military, which would almost 
certainly pour over the border ina 
parallel effort. 

And for years the Chinese have 
resisted the conversation, according 
to several former U.S. officials who 
tried to engage them in joint plan- 
ning. The Chinese 
feared that if news 
of a conversation 
leaked, Beijing 
would be seen as 
conspiring with the 
United States over 
plans for an even- 
tual North Korean 
collapse, eroding 
any leverage that 
Beijing still held over Kim. 

So it was surprising to Tillerson’s 
colleagues in the White House and 
the Pentagon when, ina talk to the 
Atlantic Council last week, he re- 
vealed that the Trump administra- 
tion had already provided assuranc- 
es to China’s leadership that if U.S. 
forces landed in North Korea to 
search for and deactivate nuclear 
weapons, the troops would do their 
work and then retreat. 

North Korea has defied past pre- 
dictions of collapse, and one does 
not appear imminent. But if a col- 
lapse were to occur, the aftermath 
could present grave dangers. U.S. 
officials have envisioned that North 
Korean officers, fearing the end of 
Kim’s government, might loba 
nuclear weapon at South Korea or 
Japan as a last, desperate act — or 
detonate it on North Korean territo- 
ry to make occupation impossible. 

On Tuesday, speaking from note 
cards, Tillerson said at a conference 
on the Korea crisis that the United 
States and China “have had conver- 
sations about in the event that 
something happened — it could 
happen internal to North Korea; it 
might be nothing that we from the 
outside initiate — that if that un- 
leashed some kind of instability, the 

See > PLAN, A8 


Rex Tillerson 
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